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Monday 23rd March 2020  

 

Dear Camperdown College students and families,        

 

School attendance 

Yesterday the Victorian Government announced additional steps to combat the spread of 

coronavirus (COVID-19), including Victorian students commencing school holidays tomorrow, 

Tuesday 24 March. As a result, today will be our last day of classes for term one. I will be in 

contact with families over the holidays when arrangements for next term are confirmed. We have 

appreciated the opportunity today to provide reassurance to students and send them home with their 

school books and supplies. As students are on holidays for the remainder of this week they will not 

be expected to participate in remote learning activities. Teachers have provided VCE and VCAL 

students with holiday homework and expectations.  

 

Parents/carers will still be able to contact the office by phone this week so please make contact if 

you have any questions or concerns. Our staff will use the next four days for planning and 

preparation for the possible transition to remote learning next term.  

 

If you are an essential services worker and are unable to make arrangements for your children to be 

cared for at home tomorrow (Tuesday) please make contact with the office first thing in the 

morning. 

  

What would ‘remote learning’ look like for Camperdown College students? 

If students are not required to attend school in person next term, our teachers will continue to 

provide a learning program for them to undertake at home. Compass will be our official, school-

wide platform to provide the learning program for all students from Prep to Year 12. For students 

who cannot reliably and regularly access Compass, we will instead provide a paper copy of the 

learning program.  

 

If students are required to work remotely for an extended period of time, additional communication 

tools will be introduced and arrangements will be made for students to collect and drop off work. 

 

Parents are encouraged to help their children set up a space at home that can be supervised and is 

comfortable for learning. 

 

You are able to download Office 365 free of charge for your students’ home use – please refer to 

the information at end of this letter. Students from Years 5-12 have been provided with all their 

school email addresses and log on details today.  

 

Compass access 

If, as a parent or carer, you know that you or your child will have difficulty accessing Compass 

and/or the internet at home, you MUST contact the office tomorrow (Tuesday) so that we can make 

plans to communicate with you in other ways.  
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Teachers have been making sure that students from Year 5-12 know how to log into Compass from 

home and how to find the instructions and resources for each unit of work (Learning Cycle) and 

lesson.  

 

Students from Prep-Year 4 will not be expected to log into Compass themselves but teachers will 

still provide the lesson instructions and resources for parents/carers to access through Compass.  

The web address for Compass is https://camperdowncoll-vic.compass.education/ If using a device 

at home, students will use their same log on details that they use at school. Students will find it 

easier to use Compass on a computer or tablet rather than a smart phone however we understand 

that this will not be possible for all students.  

 

 

Where will I find the work?  

Through the Learning Task tab students and parents/carers will be able to see all of the Learning 

Outcomes and Success Criteria for the current unit of work. Each learning cycle will cover several 

weeks of learning.  

 

On the student’s daily dashboard, you will click into each session to find instructions for the daily 

work program in the Lesson Plan and/or Class News Feed.  

 
 

Year 7-12 students 

If working remotely next term, Year 7-12 students should as much as possible keep to their usual 

school timetable. Teachers will also be working remotely and will be available to students during 

their timetabled classes. By clicking on the subject in their Compass timetable and using the Lesson 

Plan and Class News Feed tabs, students and parents/carers will see the daily task instructions. The 

Class News Feed (public) and Conversation tab (individual) can also be used for written dialogue 

between teachers, students and parents. Students will also be able to submit any work completed 

electronically. We understand that in many families, several students will be sharing the one 

computer/device so flexible timing may be required. Again, alternative arrangements will be made 

for students who do not have access to Compass so that all students can receive teacher guidance 

and have their work assessed.  

 

Prep – Year 6 students  

If working remotely next term, teachers will be available to students during their timetabled classes. 

For students from Prep – Year 6, each day the classroom teacher will put the full day’s worth of 

lesson instructions in the Lesson Plan for session 1, rather than attaching them to each session. 

https://camperdowncoll-vic.compass.education/


Specialist class instructions (Indonesian, PE, Art, Digital Technology and Science) will be included 

in the daily instructions on the day that the student would usually have that specialist subject. The 

Class News Feed (public) and Conversation tab (individual) can be used for written dialogue 

between teachers, parents and students.  

 

Arrangements will be made for a hard copy version of lesson instructions to be provided on a daily 

or weekly basis to students who do not have reliable Compass/internet/device access.  

 

 
 

Read, read and read some more 

Students have been encouraged to borrow library books from the school library and take them 

home. Reading for pleasure is a wonderful way for students to build their knowledge and ideas 

about the world, connect with the experiences of others, escape into an imaginary world for a while, 

and build their vocabulary. Readers are writers too and it would be wonderful to see students 

writing for pleasure in addition to completing the writing tasks set by the various subject teachers. 

 

End of term comments 

Teachers will still provide end of term comments through the Reports tab on Compass and these 

will be visible to you this Friday. 

 

A team effort 

The success of any new learning arrangements will depend on our ability to work together – 

students, staff and families – to adapt to these unexpected circumstances. We will be learning 

together and a high level of patience and cooperation will be required. At Camperdown College we 

enjoy a highly collaborative staff working environment and great support from our school families 

and the wider community. I am confident that we can create opportunities, support each other and 

remain connected in these unusual times. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Cherie Kilpatrick 
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