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Camperdown 

So many happy faces for the start of 
the school year – we cannot wait to see 

what incredible opportunities await in 
2024! 

 



Our Mission: 
Camperdown College will provide exemplary teaching and learning programs within excellent facilities which foster school pride, 

aspiration and persistence to achieve high levels of learning for all students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Our Mission: 
Camperdown College will provide exemplary teaching and learning programs within excellent facilities which foster school pride, 

aspiration and persistence to achieve high levels of learning for all students. 

Calendar 
T1 W3 Monday 12th – Wednesday 14th February Year 3 – 6 Swimming Program Camperdown Swimming Pool 
 Monday 12th February Scholastic Book Club due Prep – Year 6 students 
 Monday 12th February Year 11/12 HSSSD Cricket Timboon 
 Tuesday 13th February Lions Youth of the Year Good luck School Captains, Ebony and Riley! 
 Wednesday 14th February Prep students not required at school 
 Wednesday 14th February Parents & Friends Meeting 7pm at the Junior Campus 
 Thursday 15th February Year 3 – 6 Swimming Carnival Camperdown Swimming Pool from 11am 
T1 W4 Monday 19th – Wednesday 21st February Year 7 Camp Camp Sunnystones 
 Tuesday 20th February Prep – Year 6 Parent Teacher Interviews Meet & Greet from 4pm – 6pm 
 Wednesday 21st February Prep students not required at school 
 Wednesday 21st February School Council Meeting 7pm at the Senior Campus 
 Friday 23rd February HSSSD Swimming Carnival Terang 
T1 W5 Monday 26th February SSV Golf Year 7 – 12 students in Camperdown 
 Monday 26th February Get Your Geek On Ilbijerri Theatre Company performance Prep – Year 6 students 
 Tuesday 27th February Leadership Induction Assembly Senior Campus Hall from 9am 
 Wednesday 28th February Prep students not required at school 
 Thursday 29th February SSV Division Swimming Carnival Warrnambool 
T1 W6 Tuesday 5th March Year 7 – 12 House Athletics Carnival Camperdown College Sport Complex 
 Tuesday 5th March Student Leaders Congress Year 6 Leaders in Warrnambool 
 Thursday 7th March Prep – Year 6 House Athletics Carnival Camperdown College Sport Complex 

 

From the Principal’s Desk… 
 

2024 is here and such an exciting time 
to be a student. Welcome back and I 
extend a warm welcome to everyone, 
including our Prep and new students, 
their families and our dedicated 
teaching and support staff. It’s a 
pleasure to have you join our college 
community. 
 

I trust that each of you has had a 
chance to unwind, refresh and 

recharge during the break and are now eagerly anticipating the 
opportunities and adventures that lie ahead. We have an array 
of exciting programs and initiatives planned for the year, 
promising a fulfilling and enriching experience for all. 
 

I am pleased to report that our Prep and Year 7 cohorts have 
seamlessly transitioned into their new environment, with thirty-
one (31) students in Prep and a huge forty-three (43) in Year 7 
– bringing our college population close to 400 students. It’s 
heartening to witness the camaraderie amongst students, with 
older peers offering support in various capacities. It was 
especially pleasing to see the corridor at the Senior Campus 
come alive on the first morning with many students rekindling 
friendships and teachers excited to see the students return. 
 

We extend a warm welcome to our new teaching staff: Jeannie 
Cook, Louise Loving, Matthew Harkin, Patrick Mills, Kate 
Wells, Fraser Lucas and Theresa Parry, along with all returning 
teachers. Each brings a wealth of expertise and enthusiasm to 
their roles, enriching our educational landscape. Additionally, 
I’d like to welcome Jorja Cook and Tayla Kavenagh as 
assistants in the Prep rooms and returning 2023 college captain 
Ruby Walsh who is helping in the senior classes, especially 
assisting Year 7 students to make the best start possible. 
 

Throughout 2023 and over the summer holidays, we have 
worked extensively to ensure the college is fully staffed (well 
almost fully staffed), for the best chance at successful learning 
growth in 2024 for our students. Many schools and students, as 

you may have seen on the news recently, have unfortunately 
started the year without teachers in front of their classes. The 
college leadership team is dedicated to always recruit as hard 
as possible to be able to have the best teachers for our students. 
There are currently 1200 positions vacant in schools across 
Victoria at present – Camperdown College is in a very strong 
position to start the year and we hope this continues. 
 

Our focus this year revolves around implementing our 2024 
Annual Plan with rigor, which aims to amplify student voice 
and agency whilst advancing the Berry Street Educational 
Model – to incorporate many of the Dan Petro student 
focussed learnings. Furthermore, we are committed to 
maximizing learning growth for every student, ensuring they 
reach their full potential in both Numeracy and Literacy, as 
well as having a clear focus on VCE and VCE VM ensuring 
we stay at the forefront of best practice in the senior years. 
 

My message to the students so far this year has been delivered 
with an emphasis on making 2024 the best year possible. 
Having a great year doesn’t just happen, it takes dedication, 
perseverance, a positive attitude and gratitude.  
 

Lastly, and very importantly, I invite interested parents, 
students and staff to consider nominating for School Council 
positions (information within this newsletter). This is a 
valuable opportunity to contribute to our school's growth and 
development through strategic planning and policy 
initiatives. 
 

Thank you for your dedication and support of our school as 
we commence another fruitful academic year. I eagerly 
anticipate our collective efforts in nurturing our students and 
achieving excellence, the Camperdown College way – 
through working hard and being nice, always.  
 

Make 2024 be your best year, 
 

Mr Xavier Davis 
Principal 
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Welcome back to students, families and staff and a warm welcome to those joining the Senior Campus in 2024.  
 

Over the course of last week, we welcomed our Year 7 students from the Junior Campus and district schools 
plus students at various other year levels. At the welcome assembly, School Captains, Ebony Pearce and Riley 
Stephenson encouraged students to make 2024 a year to remember and to do this by seizing all opportunities. 
In addition to this, I challenged the students to make 2024 the year of good choices. We all start the new 
school year full of anticipation about what lays ahead. The challenge for students this year is to make good 
choices, be that in the yard, on the way to school, in the community or in the classroom. I have challenged 
students to: 
• Make good choices in their interactions with others and to strive to uphold our college values – respect,  

honesty, responsibility, caring and excellence in everything that we do. 
• Make good choices when representing the college and this includes on their way to and from school. Our actions reflect the college 

and we are fortunate that we receive lots of positive feedback about how our students present in the community. 
• Make good choices with their work and classroom behaviour and to remember that what they choose to do not only impacts 

themselves but also others.  
• Make good choices to support the health and wellbeing of all Camperdown College students is to be active bystanders: 

o Call out behaviours that you know are hurtful to others,  
o Call out bullying behaviour,  
o Don’t feel ashamed, threatened or intimidated to be a dobber/snitch – look out for friends and others, 
o Tell a peer, a teacher, an ES staff member or a trusted adult. 

Finally, we know that at times we might not make a good choice however, it is important that we learn from this and own our behaviour 
– this is what school is about, learning and growing. 
 

Mrs Coates: 
Unfortunately, Mrs Coates has not joined us to start off the year. She is currently on leave and our thoughts are with her has she continues 
to improve her health. Thank you to Ms Nicole Date who is filling in as one of the Year 7 Coordinators and to staff who are covering 
her classes.  
 

New Staff: 
In a time of teacher shortages across the state, we are very fortunate to welcome four new teachers and an ES member to our teaching 
team at the Senior Campus. Mr Patrick Mills has taught most recently in South Australia and the Northern Territory and brings a wealth 
of enthusiasm and experience to the Maths team. Ms Theresa Parry has commenced as our solo Food Technology teacher and was very 
impressed with the approach of all students to this area in her first lessons last week. Mr Fraser Lucas has returned to Camperdown 
College as a teacher, after spending all his schooling here. Fraser joins the English and Physical Education team and will share a wealth 
of experience as a journalist and elite sportsman. Miss Kate Wells will be teaching VM subjects, Health and Physicial Education and 
has quickly cemented a rapport with her students. Miss Ruby Walsh has returned in Education Support and has stepped seamlessly into 
her role.  
 

Early Collections from School: 
Could families please make every effort to prearrange early departures with their children. A note in the Student Organiser or a phone 
call will result in an exit pass being given to the students. It will be the responsibility of the student to move to the administration area 
for collection at the time stated on their pass. This avoids interrupting classes through having to use the public address system. 
 

Year 7: 
Information has been sent via Compass and in hard copy to parents about the Year 7 Camp to be held at Camp Sunnystones commencing 
Monday 19th February. We are looking forward to students attending this camp to further develop friendships and get used to working 
together in a team environment. Ms Mann will be the teacher in charge on the camp.  
 

Intervention: 
This year we have once again received funding to support students who have fallen behind or require extension. We are conducting a 
number of small group intervention classes in Reading and Writing this term, with Mathematics being added to the suite in Term 2. In 
addition, a number of students will be involved in the Victorian High Ability Program in Maths and English through virtual delivery 
which provides a platform for students to meet students of similar ability across the state.   
 

VCE and VCE VM Study Skills: 
Students in Year 11/12 will participated in a series of workshops in the next few weeks with Elevate Education to lay a strong foundation 
for study throughout the year. Students have a strong knowledge of the important steps and strategies they need to take to ensure they 
are well prepared and keep on top of their study demands.    
 

Lions Youth of the Year: 
School Captains Riley Stephenson and Ebony Pearce will be representing Camperdown College at the Lions Youth of the Year 
Camperdown event on Tuesday evening. They have both spent considerable time preparing their applications and speeches. We wish 
them every success and know that they will do a wonderful job.  
 

School for Student Leadership: 
Six Year 9 students – Lila Horspole, Sophie Halliday, Keira Johnston, Levi Coote, Fletcher Tolland and Lachlan Baulch, commenced 
their time at the School for Student Leadership at Marlo on Sunday. They received their laptops on Wednesday and there were many 
parents, students and staff who were excited to hear from them about their initial experiences. Each student is writing their thoughts in 
an online SWAY each day so we gain a great insight into what they are doing and how they are feeling. 

Senior Campus News 
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VET: 
VET courses have commenced and we have many students in Year 10/11 involved in a range of courses through various providers 
during the school week. We have students enrolled in Animal Studies, Agriculture Automotive, Engineering, Electrotechnology, 
Building and Construction, Hospitality, Visual Arts, Make-up and Salon Assistant, Music Performance and Community Services. 
 

Year Level Coordinators: 
This year we are trialling a new approach to year level coordination with each home group teacher taking on responsibility for the 
coordination of their group. Coordinators are the first point of contact if you have any concerns and of course you are most welcome to 
contact me at any stage. Coordinators are: 

Year 7A – Rachel Mann  Year 7B – Nicole Date 
Year 8A – Sarah Brooks  Year 8B – Warren Attrill (on Long Service Leave until Week 5) 
Year 9A – Fiona Crowle  Year 9B – Kate Wells 
Year 10A – Amanda Black Year 10B – Amanda Black (until further notice) 
Year 11 VCE – Peter Rock Year 11 VCE VM – Vicki Angus 
Year 12 – Suzanne Maskell 

 

Ms Vicki Angus, Senior Campus Assistant Principal 
 

 
 

 

Welcome: 
A very big welcome to students and families for the 2024 school year. It has been a very happy and positive 
start to the school year, with students exploring the school yards and classrooms once again. A very special 
welcome to our 31 new Prep students who joined our Camperdown College community last Thursday. It is 
always such a pivotal and emotional moment for our Prep students and families and it was lovely seeing our 
newest students exhibit joy in finally being at school under the guidance of our Prep teachers Mrs Robertson 
and Miss Coker. Our Year 1 – 6 students enjoyed meeting our Prep students in the yard on Monday this week 
where they integrated fully with our student community at break times. We also extend a warm welcome to 
our new students Gus Dickson Year 1/2S, Peyton Grundmann Year 3/4H, Tiarna Dower Year 3/4C and Axl 
Dickson Year 3/4CW. Welcome also to our new staff Louise Loving Year 1/2L, Jeannie Cook Year 3/4C, 
Matthew Harkin PE, Tayla Kavenagh Prep support and Jorja Cook Prep support. We are sure you will enjoy 

your time at Camperdown College. 
 

Assembly: 
Last Friday, our Junior Campus School Captains, Reagan Webb and Max Rahles-Rahbula, conducted our first weekly assembly for 
2024. They both fought nerves to conduct their first official role as school captains and did a very fine job. Both Reagan and Max are 
committed to leading the campus with pride and we can’t wait to see how they grow and develop in their roles throughout the year. Our 
weekly assembly will be at 2.30pm each Friday with all parents and friends invited to join us in the BER each week. 
 

Year 3 – 6 Swimming Program: 
Our Year 3 – 6 swimming program began this week at the Camperdown Swimming Pool. Our students have thoroughly enjoyed 
participating in a daily swimming lesson this week, perfecting their swimming techniques and growing their confidence in the water. 
The swimming program will continue next week on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, with Thursday 15th February being our 
Year 3 – 6 Swimming Carnival. The carnival will begin at 11am and will be a celebration of the swimming development made 
throughout the fortnight. Parents and friends are welcome to join us on the day. 
 

Eating Arrangements: 
This term, we are trialling some small changes to our eating arrangements at the Junior Campus. Students are being supported to eat 
their snack at recess on Gilligan’s Island under the tree and shade sails, or on the stairs near the front gates, before playing. This is 
ensuring our yard is kept tidy and food isn’t ruined by sand in the sandpit or feet in the playground. Another change we are trialling is 
eating at the end of lunch play rather than the start. Lunchtime hasn’t changed, but rather, eating time has moved to the end allowing 
play before food. Schools that have implemented this arrangement have commented on less food wastage with lunch boxes being 
emptied and all food packed being consumed, students being more prepared and settled for the sessions after lunch, enjoyment in the 
yard with all students getting the full allocated playtime rather than finishing off their food and missing play, and teachers being able to 
debrief with students over lunch about how their playtime went including social interactions. We are excited by this change and are 
already noticing significant changes at the Junior Campus. 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews: 
On Tuesday 20th February, between 4 – 6pm, parents are invited to make a parent teacher interview with their child’s 
classroom teacher as part of our Meet and Greet afternoon. Interviews will be a shorter 5 minute duration with a focus on meeting your 
child’s classroom teacher and sharing any important information that will make the 2024 school year a successful one. Interviews in 
Term 2, 3 and 4, will be focussed on student learning and progression. Parents will be able to meet and confer with their child’s teacher 
outside on Gilligan’s island (weather permitting) whilst enjoying a barbeque provided by our Out of School Hours Care provider, 
TheirCare, and cooked by our Parents & Friends Association. This is an opportunity for our families to spend the afternoon in the school 
grounds, take a tour of the buildings with their child/ren including our new toilet block, enjoy a sausage on Gilligan’s Island, meet other 
parents of our school as well as meet with teachers. Parents can come for the whole afternoon or just for their interview time. Please 
feel free to bring a picnic blanket and enjoy catching up with other families whilst the children enjoy our playground.  

Junior Campus News 
 
 



Caring ~ Excellence – Honesty – Respect - Responsibility 

Leadership Induction Ceremony – Junior Campus: 
Our Prep – Year 12 Leadership Induction Ceremony will be held on Tuesday 27th February at the AG Daws Hall at the Senior 
Campus. Our Prep students will be officially introduced to our school community with their Year 6 and Year 12 buddies, along with 
our Year 6 school leaders and Junior School Council representatives. This is a very special occasion and one that we are looking forward 
to sharing with our school community. We hope you are able to share in this occasion with us.  
 

School Photos: 
School photos were a huge success on Monday this week. We are looking forward to our photos arriving soon and updated photos being 
added to student dashboards on Compass.  
 

Bus Travellers: 
If your child is a regular bus traveller, they are expected to be on the bus on the night specified unless we have been notified. Yellow 
sheets were sent home last week with bus travellers allowing parents to update us on the nights their child will be travelling on the bus. 
Please write a note in your child’s organiser or phone the Junior Campus Office if there is a change to these scheduled times. It is 
important that we have updated information regarding days of travel. Thanks to those many families who have already returned their 
slips. 
 

Arrival at School: 
It is great seeing students arriving at school ready and eager to learn before the 8.45am bell. Please ensure that your child isn’t arriving 
too early to school. The yard is supervised from 8.35am and students are strongly encouraged not to arrive prior to 8.35am with no play 
permitted before this start time. Thank you for your assistance. 
 

Uniform Reminders: 
A friendly reminder to families that it is important for students to be wearing the correct school uniform to school each day. Plain white 
or grey socks are to be worn daily as part of our uniform requirements with no brand or logos visible. Please no black socks. Plain black 
shoes are a must with no white or coloured markings please. We are educating our students on what is acceptable school uniform and 
what isn’t as we begin the new school year and have been so impressed with the effort both students and families are going to in wearing 
correct school uniform. A big thanks from us all. A reminder that students can wear any coloured runners on their sports day, 
(Wednesdays for Prep – Year 2 students and Thursdays for Year 3 – 6 students), when wearing their sports uniform. Hair longer than 
shoulder length is strongly encouraged to be tied up at school.  
 

Breakfast Program: 
We will be continuing with our breakfast program at the Junior Campus this year, with Friday the nominated day for students to enjoy 
breakfast before school. Today, our breakfast program was in full operation with students invited to attend from 8.20am in the BER 
every Friday. 
 

Can you play the piano? 
We are excited that this year will see our Junior Campus Choir begin once again! Mr Bennett will be starting a choir on a Friday at 
lunchtime. We would love to have our students sing to the tunes of a piano rather than recorded music. If you play the piano and are 
interested in sharing in the joy of a primary school choir on a Friday lunchtime, please contact the Junior Campus.  
 

I am very much looking forward to a positive and productive 2024 school year. Please do not hesitate to contact me at any time should 
the need arise. 
 

Jacinta Tolland, Junior Campus Assistant Principal 
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Student Free Days: 
Labour Day Holiday: Monday 11th March 

 

End of Term 1: Thursday 28th March 

Last Sunday, our six SSL students arrived at the Snowy River Campus in Marlo ready for adventure. They are Lachlan Baulch, Levi 
Coote, Fletcher Tolland, Sophie Halliday, Lila Horspole and Keira Johnston. It was hard to tell who was more reluctant in saying goodbye 
between the students and their parents but from reports received thus far, all six have enjoyed getting to know other students and 
participating in outdoor activities. Many other explorations await the students over the next eight weeks. 
 

Fiona Crowle, SSL Coordinator 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
Junior Campus Meet & Greet:  

Tuesday 20th February from 4pm – 6pm on Gilligan’s Island 
 

Bookings are now open on Compass. Book a time to chat with your child’s classroom teacher outside whilst 
enjoying a barbeque tea, hosted by our Parents & Friends Association. 

To download the Compass app: 
• In the App Store for Apple users or Play Store 

for android users, search Compass School 
Manager. 
 

• Once you see the screen on the right, add an 
account by typing Camperdown College. 
 

• Follow the prompts to log in. Note that if you 
have not registered for your user name and 
password, you’ll need to contact the Junior or 
Senior Campus Office. 

 

It is very user friendly, but if you have any 
queries, feel free to contact the College. 

Have you registered for Compass 
 

Junior Campus Communication Sent Home to Parents This fortnight: 
J1 School Photos   

 

Senior Campus Communication Sent Home to Parents This fortnight: 
S1 School Photos   
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Jan/Feb! 
 

2nd: Axel Duynhoven, Isaac Coote   22nd: Maggie Finlayson & Georgie Oborne 
 & Jordan Kempton  23rd: Bryson McAdam, Brahminy Rothman & 
3rd: Ruby Johnston    Amethyst Rothman 
5th: Evelyn Palmer & Chloe Castle  24th: Samuel Bateman 
10th: Fletcher Tolland   26th: Hailey Wilson, Indiannah Shortland, 
11th: Maddilyn Kampjes    & Logan Bryan 
12th: Mercy Rothman   27th: Matty Teal, Amelia Boyd & 
16th: Jada Mahony    Charlie Londregan 
17th: Lucas Smith, Jackson Mayers  28th: Logan Hedrick 

& Finn Tolland   30th: Stella Horspole 
18th: Maximino Stace & Fletcher Gibbins 
19th: Hollie Wilkinson, Kaylee Brebner 3rd: Lucy Christensen 
 & Skylar Suhan   4th: Menekse Meric & Charlotte Bennett 
21st: Keira Johnston   6th: Eliza Eagle 
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School Drop-off and Pick-up Times (Please avoid dropping students at school before 8.35am) 
We strive to ensure the safety and wellbeing of all our students, we kindly remind families of the designated drop-off and pick-up times 
at the Junior Campus. 
 

At the Junior Campus, staff supervision before school starts at 8.35am, and students can enter the buildings at 8.45 am. This 
supervision extends until 3.30pm at the end of the day.  
 

Don’t fear though, if you need to drop your little ones off before these times, we have our own before and after school care for this exact 
scenario, to enable families to drop off early and still make it to work/appointments on time. We encourage you to consider the Outside 
School Hours Care (OSHC) service provided by TheirCare onsite at the Junior Campus. Whether it be a one-off, occasional, regular, 
school holiday and/or student free day use, please head to theircare.com.au to book in.  
 

Thank you for your understanding and your cooperation in ensuring the safety of our students, as we cannot have students unsupervised 
in the yard, even with parent permission unfortunately. Your support is greatly appreciated in helping us with our duty of care.  
 

Xavier Davis, Principal 

Asthma Management Plans 
With a new start to the school year upon us, we are requiring all students’ Asthma Management Plans to be updated: 
• Junior Campus students who have asthma will have a new plan sent home next week to have updated. Please have 

this filled out by your doctor and return to the Junior Campus Office as soon as possible. 
• Senior Campus students who need a new Asthma Management Plan are to collect one from the Senior Campus Office. This form 

will need to be updated by your GP and returned as soon as possible. Doctors in School appointments are also available to book to 
have Asthma Management Plans updated. Phone the Senior Campus Office to book an appointment. This is a free service for 
students at the Senior Campus available on Wednesdays. 

Good luck Ebony & Riley! 

Due Monday 12th February 

Book at www.theircare.com.au 

https://theircare.com.au/
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